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Vale  Wally Ditchburn 

Wally was a long standing member of the club, and indeed was an initial member at the  

club’s inauguration, and continued to be active in the club activities until his health prevented 

further involvement. He passed away peacefully on Friday May 21st 2021, surrounded by his 

family after 85 full and fruitful years.  

 

His love of olde motorcycles began after meeting up with Dallas Williams, who encouraged 

Wally to take on a new adventure.  After collecting bottles from the early seventies, 

motorcycles were certainly a much more exciting activity, although there is still a couple of 

hundred bottles at his home!   And so began a long time passion in all things on two wheels 

with a motor. 

 

In 1981 it was decided to call a meeting of interested local owners of older motorcycles to 

discuss the formation of a club in Mildura, specifically for their interest. Wally was at that 

meeting and helped to drive the club to the success that it is today.  

 

 On 7th April that year the inaugural meeting was conducted at John Lever’s home in 

Mildura with 18 people attending.  Wally became President in 1983 and remained in that 

position until 2007 – a period of 23 years.  A sterling effort in any mans language! 

 

His motorcycle interest took him to the Bay to Birdwood meeting four times in the late 

eighties,  along with Classic owners meetings at the York Peninsula and numerous other 

events.  Wally clearly enjoyed bikes, meeting with people who were interested in bikes, and 

restoring and riding his own. 

 

 

Family man, carpenter, TAFE teacher, bottle collector, student of local history, and bike lover 

he was a man of many talents. One of his characteristics was that he was ‘straight down the 

line’.  At TAFE, when bureaucracy was in full flight and gathering momentum, Wally could 

demolish a mountain of tangled red tape in single dry, acerbic, sentence.   Much to the 

chagrin of those manufacturing the red material!!   

 

We will miss his dry wit, vast knowledge on many subjects, and his ability to get the job done. 

Condolences to the family, we have lost a truly valued member of the club.  May he ride on 

forever!  

No 10 October 2021 
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 “Grant and family would like to 

sincerely thank those members 

who attended Wallys funeral and 

gave him the wonderful send off 

by riding in his cortege as well as 
the ritual start up of the bikes 

during his internment. Wally 

would have been very proud.” 

 

A few memories of a life well lived. 
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A few fast and furious 2021 

meander facts. 

• 82 people participated in the 

meander. 

• Weather had been ordered by 

Jack, and his order came 

through just in time – perfect!! 

• Riders came from Broken Hill, 

Adelaide, Swanhill and of 

course in between. 

• Just one breakdown for the two 

days. 

• No one got lost – that we know !! 

• Saturday’s run about 160 km 

and Sunday a lithe shorter at 

110 km 

• Saturday – spent mostly on the 

Victorian side 

• Sunday – mostly over the NSW 

side. 

 

Dates held: Saturday 15th and 

Sunday 16th May 2021 

(incorporating the 2020 

meander!!) 

This year we were lucky enough 

to squeeze the Meander in 

between lockdowns (now a 

regular part of Victorian 

lexicon!!!).  That small piece of 

ubiquitous DNA, imported from 

abroad!! managed to write off  

last year’s meander, and everyone 

in the club has been looking 

forward to the another great 

weekend in 2021. It was indeed a 

spectacular success!!1 

 

Congratulations must go to those involved 

in organizing the event, and putting in the 

hard months and metres to ensure that it 

was an occasion that will bring happy 

memories of those who were able to 

attend.  As can be seen in the picture 

below, Chris hard at work, ensuring the 

wheels of the organization spun smoothly. 

Well done Chris. 
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Saturday -  a pocket summary:- 

After assembling at the Mildura Motorcycle club, the 

group departed for the Sunraysia Aeromodellers club 

rooms at 23rd st Koorlong, via a circuitous route.  On 

arrival   visitors were impressed with the hospitality, 

facilities, and of course the planes that were there – a Tiger 

moth was a hit.  

Unfortunately the planes were unable to show their paces, 

as someone had left the fan on and it was too windy!  Club 

members own a wide range of planes that include biplanes, 

fighter planes with jet engines, aerobatic planes, 

helicopters, and light planes.   

This is indeed a serious, but rewarding hobby for those 

who partake – a great pastime. An excellent morning 

smoko was had at the club, and was prepared in their new 

kitchen.  Thanks must go to Hayden Roy (aka The Viking) 

who organised the venue and smoko, and is a member of 

the club. 

Tucking in at the 

Aeromodellers club 

rooms. 

Saturday – continued 

The group then proceeded for lunch to the famous 

Nursery Ridge café, that is a speciality fish and chip 

locale.  A hearty meal was had with  good company.  

If you have not been there it is well worth a visit – 

quality, and quantity excellent and the cost is very 

reasonable.  They do have sit down areas at the rear 

of the building. No one left dissatisfied.!! 

From there a ride through the back of Red Cliffs 

and then through the famous Spiders web, with its 

usual twisties, and challenges.    

 



Bush Chatter 
 

5      

 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 

 

 

Saturday – continued (again!!) 

The evening saw the group gather at 

6:00pm, at 1909 (yes at the Rowers) 

for a meal - heavily garnished with 

tall tales, and perhaps some fake 

news tossed in!!  Many members 

were dressed in their finest (and well 

ironed, I might add) boiler suits.  This 

was the uniform for the night. 

Indeed it was in honour of our regular 

visitor from Adelaide and his wife 

who have attended many Meanders 

over the years.  Yes Geoff  Barnes 

rides his BSA with his wife Helena in 

the side car to all the rallies – he does 

not believe in using four wheels to get 

to venues – but prefers three!!  His 

wife does the knitting while he steers 

the outfit to its destination, and also 

provides assistance with navigation 

when needed!! 

1962 BSA   650 cc Gold Flash complete with a Watsonian 

fully enclosed side car, fitted with a heater for those colder 

journeys!!    Comes complete with table and two chairs, 

spare parts, and a bottle of red with a couple of glasses in 

case of emergency! 
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Jack presenting Geoff Barnes with a plaque for supporting the club over the 

many years with his attendance. Note the immaculate boiler suits on display! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff and Helena Barnes:  A potted history and a 

beautiful story: 

Geoff began his career as a teacher, and then 

was called up for National service and headed 

to Vietnam. Subsequent to that he found his 

way to England.  

 There he met Helena, who was a music 

teacher.  Love blossomed, and it was then 

Geoff ‘marched into a motorcycle shop’ and 

purchased the BSA which he still rides!!  The 

bike came equipped with that unique side 

car.    

 

 

He had never having owned a motorcycle before 

and the decision was taken to ride the bike back to 

Australia!!! They made their way over the continent 

through India and eventually boarded a ship that 

brought them over the watery bit.    A brave decision 

by anyone’s measure!!!   

Returning to Australia, Geoff undertook a 

blacksmiths course through TAFE, and then 

continued to hone his skills over the years.  He has 

been seen on TV reconstructing a station gate to 

original specifications hence  he is well known in the 

trade.  
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Sunday                     Spent most of the time on the northern side of the river. Proceeded to Merbein and then on 

to the Abbotsford bridge.  Then through the horticultural properties around  Wentworth and Dareton. 

The Wentowrth showground’s were the destination for morning tea, and a viewing of the diesel stationary engines 

in action.  A couple of large ones – and some smaller ones were in operation.  Used originally for pumping water 

for the Wentworth irrigation area.  

They have been described as ‘thumping big things’  And that the ground shook when they were in operation!!  

Perhaps they lie on the San Andrews fault line!!??? 

Thanks once again must go to Hayden Roy who organized this part of the trip.  

Wentworth Diesels – a part of local history at 

the Wentworth Showgrounds – a dose of diesel 

nostaligia!!  

Geoff and Helena Barnes:  A potted history and a beautiful 

story: (cont’d) 

One might notice that all of the officials in the 

photo wore overalls – this was in honour of 

Geoff who wears a boiler suit everywhere he 

goes!!  It might be noted that efforts were made 

to buy the same colour boiler suits, 

unsuccessfully, as apparently Geoff had bought 

them all up! 

Based in Adelaide, they attend many rallies 

(including the BSA rally at the York Peninsula) 

and have been to Mildura for an estimated ten 

years!! Their only other form of transport is a 

Morris Minor woody!! 

An inspiring and amazing story of devotion of 

a couple, and their love of life on a motorcycle.   

This extract is but a snippet of their life! 

 

 

 

 

 

An evening at 1909 
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Sunday continued.After a hearty morning tea 

another ride that took in the area around 

Wentworth and Dareton.  A very picturesque ride 

at this time of the year winding up at Wentworth 

weir for lunch, kindly provided by the Wentworth 

ladies rotary club. After lunch, many left for 

home, while some went the long way back to 

Mildura.  

See below – no it is not a queue for a COVID 

shot!! – a hungry mob at Wentworth! 
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 Doug handling 

the pace!! 

Nice Ducati in full 

flight! 
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And so ended a very successful Meander!!  Thanks go to all those who 

workedso  hard to make it such a success!! 

More of the 

Meander action!! 
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TheIsleofMan.mp4

So you want So  go fast 

Thanks go to Peter Blaby for these articles on an Aussie motorcycle.  If you 

have any interesting articles that you would like to share with other 

members of the club – just send them to me on :- 

hammondmp@outlook.com 

and I will publish them.  Peter Hammond 

So, can you keep 

up???? 

mailto:hammondmp@outlook.com
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Something to think about: 

• Snow falls at 5kmh. 

• Large raindrops fall at 

35kmh. 

• Small raindrops fall at 7kmh. 

• Most birds fly at 15 to 

30kmh. 

• Peregrine Falcon flies at 

320kmh! 

• Mosquitoes fly at 4kmh. 

• Dragon flies fly at 65kmh. 

• Sap in trees rise 2.4 m per 

hour. 

• Water is 800 times denser 

than air. 

• Tectonic plates move at 

between 2.5 cm to 10 cm per 

year. 

• Stalactites grow by 25 mm 

per 500 years. 

• Snails (fastest) 12 metres per 

hour 

• Fastest motorbike – Dodge 

Tomahawk – 675 kmh!!!! 

All measurements are accurate, 

approximate or average! 

  

https://www.randakksblog.com/spark-plug-tricks/?fbclid=IwAR3-QceSu_dNDsJmA-xkl-

tLDprmYV5bm4qaVW-WTJVPxNwBKh9UEH1YZFY 

 

What you have always 

wanted to know about spark 

plugs but were too afraid to 

ask! 
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Who’s who in the club. 

President:  Jack McCarthy jacmac@ncable.com.au 

Vice President:  Ian kinleyside Ikinleys@bigpond.net.au  

Secretary:  Chris Sibley, christophersibley@iinet.net.au 

 Treasurer:  Graeme Browngrbrown1@internode.on.net 

General committee: Ron Brown, Robert Ferguson, Jeff McCarthy, Adam Zinich. 

Vehicle inspectors Ron Brown  brownrg@bigpond.net.au 

Alan Tarr tarrs@ncable.com.au 

Chatter editor:  Peter Hammond  

hammondmp@outlook.com 

         Phone 0419 352 291 

 

 

Wanted To Sell 
   

1950 BSA A7 500 twin $10,500 ono  Phone John Stevens 0427 246 524. 

Motorcycle starting rollers 12 volt  Remote start  Phone John Stevens 0427 246 524. 

MotoGuzzi V50 1979 model.  Fair condition, possibly roadworthy $5,000 ono Phone 

Graham Burton Clay on 5023 4377 

 

 

mailto:jacmac@ncable.com.au
mailto:christophersibley@iinet.net.au
mailto:grbrown1@internode.on.net
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Regular events Regular Club Runs (under usual 

circumstances!) 

Keep and eye on Jacks emails for the latest developments re annual general 

meeting and other information. 

Monthly meeting rides leave from Hudaks on 15th Street opposite Centro at 10am. 

The run finishes at the Mildura Scout Hall in 12th Street, Mildura. · 

The mid-month ride leaves from Hudaks on 15th Street opposite Centro at 10am 

on the second Sunday of the month. Turn up with a full tank. Many more events 

listed on our website 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Bush Chatter is always on the lookout for news and 

information around the club.  If you have a tall tale, or a 

true tale, or some interesting stories/anecdotes/ 

photographs/ jokes etc.  You know the drill!! Send them to 

me at hammondmp@outlook.com. or call me on 0419 352 

291.   Thanks in advance and cheers!! 

Report from the ‘Club Band’ 

Just playing quietly among ourselves!!– but ready for the break out! 

Phone Peter Hammond on 0419 352 291 for information,   

And that wraps it up for this edition of Bush Chatter.  May your throttle be 

open and the road be long and winding!! 


	Wanted To Sell

